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Congregation holds
Bible camp for seniors

hey may not be on summer vaca-

tion, but seniors at New Hope
Lutheran Church in Columbia, Md.,
still get to enjoy a Bible camp that
includes many of the activities they
enjoyed as children in traditional
vacation Bible school programs.

Leaders of the young congrega-
tion recognized a growing need for
senior-specific ministries. The orga-
nizing committee decided to develop
a weeklong, five-and-a-half hour per
day program that included traditional

Seniors attend Bible camp at New Hope Lutheran Church, Columbia, Md.

New Hope opened it to members of topics, including the Roman

crafts, games and singing (though
all occur indoors and are mindful of
some of the physical limitations of
senior citizens). “The goals were to
strengthen faith, enjoy fellowship,

employ our talents, and to have fun,”

said Linda Yergey, a member of the
organizing committee.

So many members expressed
interest in the camp that this year

of any age. “We told them that we
wouldn’t card them at the door,”
Yergey said. As a result, one-third of
the campers weren’t seniors. Twenty-
four campers attended in 2011, a
definite increase over the first two
years.

The program included morning
devotions, daily Bible study, discus-
sion and guest speakers on a variety

Synod assembly re-elects Tanner, Thistle

Empire, biblical themes in hymns
and biblical art. There was even a
presentation on “laughter therapy”
that included Bill Cosby’s routine on
Noah’s call to build the ark.

Campers made a variety of crafts,
including key holders for Habitat
for Humanity homes and a bench to
place outside the church. And each
camper made a picture stating: “God
isn’t finished with me yet,” a fitting
reminder for this all-age gathering.

Grounded in Scripture and sup-
ported through fellowship, all the
campers enjoyed gathering over
coffee in the morning and the table
fellowship of a wonderful lunch pro-
vided at noon.

Since camps should end with a
special celebration, this one closed
with a faux campfire and S mores.
Everyone received a certificate
describing the skills they exhibited at
camp that week.

Bill Miller-Zurell, pastor of New
Hope, likes to “remind us that we
may be senior in years, but we still

Some 500 voting members and visitors gathered June 2-4 in Ocean City, Md.,
for the 24th annual Assembly of the Delaware-Maryland Synod. Vice President
Yolanda Tanner was re-elected for a second term while Treasurer Mick Thistle was
confirmed in his position. In other action, the assembly adopted a much reduced
but mission-focused 2012 budget. The assembly’s theme focused on steward-
ship and featured a well received keynote address by noted Lutheran theologian,
speaker and author Mark Allen Powell.
-

enjoy camp. We still have much to
contribute,” Yergey said. “Moreover,
God is not finished with us yet!”
Any congregation interested in
learning more can contact New Hope
at info@newhopelutheran.org. [
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Synod supplement

Church uses Internet to expand its ministry

he Internet and technology have

enabled Community Lutheran
Church in Frankford, Del., to open
its doors to the world and to invite
itin. What began with an idea for a
congregational website has expanded
into a diverse Internet ministry,
which includes a blog, a library of
YouTube videos, a Flickr account
and more.

The most active piece of the con-
gregation’s Internet ministry is its
Community at the Crossroads blog
(www.clcomar.blogspot.com).
Weekly videos, sermons, poems and
newsletters are shared with followers
around the world. Community is a
small congregation, with fewer than
150 members, but the blog gets more
than 500 visits per month. Half of its

LCMin action

Students at Lutheran Campus Min-
istry at the University of Delaware
donate their study time to help others
in the Wilmington, Del., area.

In February, students assisted
with a fundraising luncheon to ben-
efit Family Promise of New Castle
County. Family Promise is a multi-
denominational program that provides
overnight housing in churches for
homeless families. Families are able
to stay together while they work to
rebuild their lives. LCM students
served as waitstaff for the event.

In March, possibly hoping for
warmer weather, LCM students par-
ticipated in a day of building with
Habitat for Humanity. With several
houses in various stages of construc-
tion, students hammered concrete,
shoveled dirt, moved bricks and
caulked windows. []
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traffic comes from as far as away as
South Korea and Russia. (Readers can
use Google Translator to convert the
blog into their native language.)

Visitors to the website (Www.
clc19945.0rg) can also view videos
of Community’s weekly liturgy and
special events. Volunteers record these
events and upload them to YouTube,

a free video file sharing site that links
with the congregation’s website.

The congregation also has a Flickr
account that allows members to share
photographs from special events.

All of this activity is managed by
Community’s Communications Team,
under the leadership of member Alice
Hanke. The team agrees that its mis-
sion is not just to get God’s message
to Delawareans but to share the good

news with the world.

Now members of Community who
are ill, wintering in Florida or unable
to attend Sunday service for some
other reason can read the congrega-
tional newsletter and blog to stay up
to date. And they can watch Sunday
services from anywhere in the world.
In addition, people all over the world
who are searching the Internet to learn
more about God’s word have an addi-
tional resource.

“This is an exciting ministry for us
as we learn how to expand our own
knowledge and use whatever technol-
ogy is available,” Hanke said. “At
Community Lutheran Church, we
welcome all God’s people to share in
the victory of Christ, to know Christ
and make Christ known.” []

Lutheran Campus Ministry students Greg Minerowicz and Jacalyn DiOttavio move
bricks at a Habitat for Humanity building site.
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Synod briefs

You had church where?

Jesus spent a lot of time on boats:
teaching on a boat, getting on a boat,
calming a storm from a boat. So why
not have church on a boat? That’s
what Bethel Lutheran Church, North
East,Md., did this summer. Once a
month, the congregation sponsored
an early Sunday morning river cruise
complete with a worship service. On
the other Sundays, worship was held
dockside. Above: Mark Crispell, pas-
tor of Bethel, leads singing on board
the Lantern Queen. Bethel, in rede-

velopment for more than two years, is
reaching out to the community in new

and creative ways with a maritime
theme: “We Fish for People.”

Editor s note: The stuffed animal
in the photo is Matilda, who bears a
striking resemblance to the synod’s
Benny the BHAG (see page A).
Matilda represents Bethel’s “Big
Hairy Audacious Goal” of owning a
boat for mobile ministry. She is actu-
ally the inspiration for Benny and is
often considered his girlfriend, which
he denies (actually, he is afraid of her
because she is much bigger).

Flying Quilters take off
Every year the Flying Quilters make
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more than 200 quilts for Lutheran
World Relief, which sends them
around the world to those in need.

The Flying Quilters is a cooperative
group with members from St. Martin’s
(ELCA) and Annapolis Evangelical
(NALC) Lutheran churches, Annapo-
lis, Md. In its latest effort, the group
completed 122 quilts.

Luther statue to be rededicated
Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson has
confirmed his attendance at a public
prayer service and rededication cer-
emony of Baltimore’s Martin Luther
statue on Oct. 29, at 3 p.m. The statue,
which was donated by a member of
Zion Lutheran Church, City Hall
Plaza, and dedicated on Reformation
Day 75 years ago, stands near Mon-
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tebello Lake at 33rd Street and Hillen
Road. All are invited. Pastors and
rostered leaders are invited to wear
vestments and their red stoles and
have their picture taken with “Brother
Martin” during the ceremony.

Cobb is‘distinguished’
Judy Cobb, a pas-
tor of Ascension
Lutheran Church,
Towson, Md.,
received the 2011
Distinguished
Alumna Award for
her service in par-
ish ministry from
the Lutheran Theo-
logical Seminary at Gettysburg (Pa.).

Reaching children, adults

Many Delaware-Maryland Synod
congregations just completed another
season of vacation Bible schools,
camps and other special summer pro-
gramming. Traditionally, Bible school
serves both as a Christian education
component and as a tool to reach
children and adults in the commu-
nity. Bishop Wolfgang D. Herz-Lane
(below in the purple shirt) visited a
Bible school sponsored by Mar-Lu-
Ridge camping and retreat ministry
and held at Grace Lutheran Church,
Westminster, Md. []
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